
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

As the Prelude begins, we invite you into a period of quiet reflection  
as we gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God. 

PRELUDE Fugue in C Major Dietrich Buxtehude 
  (1637-1707) 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you.    

MOMENT FOR MISSION  Dan Trimmer 

INTROIT Seek Ye First, v. 2 Karen Lafferty 

 * CALL TO WORSHIP    Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One:  We gather as one body in Christ. How do we live like God 
 calls us?  
Many:  By practicing humility, gentleness, patience, and love.  
One:  How do we show God’s grace?  
Many:   By living as one body, and one spirit, building one 
 another up in holy love.  
One:  How do we live as one body? 
Many:  By remembering that we share one baptism, one hope, 
 one God, one Savior.  
All:  Come, let us worship the God of our faith together!  

* HYMN  I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord, v. 1-4  No. 441 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

God of the world, have mercy on us. Many times, we find our 
thoughts dwelling on things they shouldn’t: on holding grudges, 
on resentment, on petty disagreements or pet peeves, on ways to 
help ourselves at the cost of other people’s welfare. Wash us clean 
of our harmful thoughts. Forgive us when we forsake your holy 
love, tearing the fabric of your community. Heal our wounded 
places, so that we can learn to offer that healing to others. Help us 
to become peacemakers, who seek the good of your whole 
Kingdom, even when it costs us something. May we seek your love 
and your truth above all else.  (silence)  

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our redeemer.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri No. 567 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

*Please stand as you are able. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture,  
and preaching. 

ANTHEM God of Grace and Glory Douglas E. Wagner 

“…, on Your people pour Your power; 
crown Your ancient church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour. 
Let the hosts of evil ‘round us scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us, 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days. 
Calm Your children’s warring madness, bend our pride to Your control; 

shame our wanton selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 
let the gift of Your salvation be the glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving You whom we adore.” 

Chancel Choir 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS  Rebecca Guzman 
 Adapted from Linda Valentine’s blessing  

One:  O Holy God, the time is come when school begins. As 
 some among us begin their studies, we ask a blessing on 
 their backpacks in which they carry the books and note 
 books, markers and pens and pencils they will use to 
 learn. O Lord of Life and Love, 
Many:  Hear our prayer. 
One:  Bless, O God, all who will teach our students in the coming 
 days and weeks and months. Give them the wisdom to find 
 inspiration for each learner. Give them the energy and 
 creativity and love that will make their work a blessing to  our 
 students. O Lord of Life and Love, 
Many:  Hear our prayer. 
One:  Bless, O God, all school administrators that they may be 
 faithful stewards of the resources entrusted to their care. 
 Make them fair and merciful, able to do their crucial work  with 
 a spirit of grace and compassion. O Lord of Life and 
 Love, 
Many:  Hear our prayer. 
One:  Bless, O God, each one gathered here that we will seek 
 every opportunity to grow in our knowledge and love of you 
 – in all our worship, small groups, classes, and service 
 opportunities for children and youth and adult learners. 
 Grant that we may see you more clearly, love you more 
 dearly, follow you more nearly. O Lord of Life and Love, 
Many:  Hear our prayer. 
One:  And bless, O God, our students among us, those whom we 
 have promised to love and nurture at their baptism. Keep 
 them safe, keep them excited, keep them ever seeking to 
 learn more and to develop their gifts. Grant that through their 
 study, they may gain the tools to grow in love and faith and 
 service, all their days. O Lord of Life and Love, 
Many:  Hear our prayer. 

One:  Bless, O God, these backpacks and the students who carry 
 them. O Lord of Life and Love, 
All:  Hear our prayer. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather and recess to 
the Chapel for Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to join in 
singing: 

What does the Lord require of you? 
What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness,  

and walk humbly with your God. 

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
Children:  And also with you. 

What does the Lord require of you?   
What does the Lord require of you?   
To seek justice, and love kindness,  

and walk humbly with your God. 

The children will return to join their families at the Doxology. 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Dr. Brown 

A READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-16  
  Pew Bible p. 193-194 
One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON To Maturity Dr. Brown 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

We respond to the hearing of God’s word through affirmation, 
offering, and prayers. 

* HYMN How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord  No. 419 
 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)   A Declaration of Faith, 9:1-14 

 Rev. Whitney Bayer 

In forming his people and sending them into the world Jesus called 
individuals to be disciples. They were to share the joy of his 
companionship, to understand and obey his teachings, and to 
follow him in life and death.  We confess that Christians today are 
called to discipleship. Life shared with Christ and shaped by Christ 
is God's undeserved gift to each of us. It is also God's demand 
upon every one of us, never perfectly fulfilled by any of us.  
Forgiven by God and supported by brothers and sisters, we strive 
to become more faithful and effective in our daily practice of the 
Christian life. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
  Rev. Bayer 
. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 



our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY Make Me a Servant  
  Kelly Willard/Carl Seal 

Audrey McConnell, piano 

Today we collect our Spoon It Up Offering for the Men’s Shelter  
of Charlotte.  A basket is passed following the offering plate. 

Online giving option 
Text to Give.  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may 
support SMPC using your mobile device by texting SMPC to 73256 or 
give online at www.SMPChome.org/Giving 

* DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures 
here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)   Dr. Brown 

Teach us Thy ways, O Lord, that we live for you in the name of 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD 

* HYMN Earth and All Stars  No. 458 
Celebrating teachers and students at the opening of school 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,   
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.  
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE  Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense 
   Johann G. Walther (1684-1748) 

 

The Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   
 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 
 Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 
 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 
 Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 
 Audrey McConnell, Director of Music 

Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed.  To update 
contact information in our database, contact: 

SMPCoffice@SMPChome.org 

Note to Parents.  We offer childcare for infants through kindergarten 
each Sunday during the 10:10 a.m. Worship Service. Additional 
information or questions contact:  Rebecca Guzman, Director of 
Spiritual Formation, Rebecca@smpchome.org; 704-544-0404, ext. 117 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?  The 
Session of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church will welcome new 
members today at 11:15 a.m. in the Chapel. If you have interest in 
membership, speak to one of the pastors or with Nancy Metzler, Director 
of Hospitality & Connection, Nancy@smpchome.org, 704-544-0404, ext. 
103, following today’s service.  

Worship Teams  
Deacon/Elder: Dick Engle 
Ushers: Dan DeChant, Head Usher; Bob Cushman, Mick Hunt, Dave 
Jacobus, Jim Loftus, Linda Nagle-Hanson. 
A/V:  Kari Case 

Hospitality Teams: 
Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Ellen & Robert Clark, Emily Williams 
Greeters: Pat & Larry Sellers, Chandler & Dave Spafford 
Connection Center Host:  Kim Dracon 

Congregational Notes (as of August 22, 2018) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Lisa, David, Jacob and Amanda Gilleland as David’s father entered 
the Church Triumphant August 21 

• Please keep all students, teachers and parents in your prayers as a 
new school year begins 

• Noel Fisher as he recovers from surgery 

• Our partners in ministry in Bayonnais, Haiti 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 
prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Staff Church office:  704-544-0404 
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor ext. 101 
 matt@smpchome.org 
Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor ext. 107 
 whitney@smpchome.org  
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation ext. 117 
 rebecca@smpchome.org 
Audrey McConnell, Director of Music ext. 118 
 audrey.mcconnell@gmail.com 
Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection ext. 103 
 nancy@smpchome.org 
Donna Rogers, Director of Communications  ext. 108 
 donna.rogers@smpchome.org 
Freda H. Smith, Administrator ext. 100 
 freda@smpchome.org 
Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry ext. 113 
 jessica@smpchome.org 
Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator ext. 116 
 mkzagora@smpchome.org 
Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool ext. 112 
 carol.watkins@smpchome.org 

 

  

 

A Service of Worship 
  

  

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 26, 2018 

 
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary  

Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, 

joyfully responding to the Good News of Jesus Christ  

with Love and Grace. 
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